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SELECTIONS 
FROM THE 
VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 
PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB; 
NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES; 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to ¥th November, 1874, 


POLITIGAL (DOMESTIC), 


The Naiyir-i- Akbar of the 22nd October, in noticing the 
assemblage of troops for the expedition against the Dufflas, 


is of opinion that the struggle will be severe, and perhaps 
unprecedentedly 50. The writer remarks that the English 


Government is silent on the subject because it is known that 
the Dufflas are very warlike, and have even boasted that 


3 


they will take Queen Victoria prisoner. 


The Rozndmcha of the 25th October alludes to the brave 
and soldier-like behaviour of the men who composed the late 
Lahore Light Horse, ard regrets that Government should have 
disbanded such a fine regiment. The writer recommends that 


it should be re-organized. 


Referring to the case of Mr. Levien, O.S., the oii 


thinks it probable that the Commission appointed to investi- 
gate the matter will, with the usual leaning towards its own 


countrymen, spare the accused as much as it possibly can. 


( 538 )- 


Referring to the murder of children for the sake of thet 
ornaments, reported by the Times of India as having lately 
occurred in the Raipur district, this paper mentions another 
ease as under trial, where the body was cut wp, cooked, and 
distributed in the neighbouring villages. 


atl 


The Rohilkhand Akhbdr of the 28th October offers some 


ebmments on the impropriety of Government borrowing 
money for building purposes. The writer says the common 
idea is that public buildings should only be erected from 
funds saved from the income of the country, or surplus funds 
of the State, but the difficulty is that such funds are seldom, 
if ever, available. Another idea is that money should be 
borrowed for the improvement of the country, so as to 
save the people from the evils of fainine.° The writer’ does 
not coincide in these opinions. He thinks that the first great 
thing to be effected is to devise a scheme for preparing the 
ground for agricultural purposes, as has beer done by the 
introduction of canals, &., in Western India, by means of 
which traffic has increased and trade opened out with distant 
parts. The writer expresses a hope that India will also be 
improved by means of canals, and proper attention to the 
cultivation of the’ soil, in order that the inhabitants may have 
eause for rejoicing, and be less burdened than they now are. 
“ For,” he adds, “if trade is opened out and goods are carried 
from Hindust&n to other countries, and an interchange of 


merchandize is effected, the people will be relieved from fears 
of famine and its attendant evils.’” 


The T4-ul-Akhbér of the 29th October extracts a story 
from the Lawrence Gazette, to the effect that a European pleader 
arrived at the sarai in the Sahféranpur city, and cases were 
taken to him in considerable numbers. In the course of 
Conversation with one respectable “ Léla,” ‘who brought a 
ease'to him, the Léla remarked upon the case of Raghtbar 
Singh, and hinted that the authorities had received money to 

P him in confinement, The European pléader remnonstrated 
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with the Lala, and reported what had taken place to the 
authorities; the result being that the Ldla was arrested, and 
enly released on his finding security to the amount of Rs. 200. 
Subsequently it was stated that the ease had been investigated, 
and the sentence passed upon the Léla was a fine of Rs. 200 
and six months’ imprisonment. The editor of the Lawrence 
Gazette is of opinion that such shameful aceusations are quite 
uncalled for; and that-if all who make them or spread such ‘ 
false reports were similarly dealt with, the effect would be 


good. : 


The Nér-ul-Anwdr of the 81st Octeber remarks upon the 
visit lately paid to Caloutta and its environs by Sir Jung Ba- 
hadur of Nep&l. The writer eonsiders that Sir Jung’s exela- 
‘mations of astonishment at the workshops and foundries at 
Dum Dum were quite out of place, as it would have been 
time enough for him “ to talk about the folly of going to war 


with a nation that can turn out a lakh of cannon balls a day” 
when any idea had been entertained of fighting against 
Government; but that as mo one is dreaming of such a thing, 
it is calculated to create doubts even in the minds of those 
who know the friendship that exists between the Government 
and Nepél. The writer then alludes to a report said to be 
eurrent, to the effect that the British Government was pre- 
paring for a war against Nepal, and says that there is no 
foundation for it; the real fact being that the preparations 
made by the Government were to avert the evil consequences 
of the famine, which the British Government successfull y 


The Hindi Prakdsh of the 30th October, in an editorial, 
says that the people of Hindustén ought to have great cause 
for rejoicing, as the time is not far distant when the British 
Government will entrust them with the administration of the 
country. The writer then proceeds to say that the famine in 
Bengal has been the means of removing any unpleasant feeling 
that may have existed between the Government and the people, 
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and that the latter now enjoy : dn ‘amount of ease and quiet, and 

have such confidence in the Government of India as could not 
‘have been’ otherwise accomplished in the space of two hundred 
years. All fears have been removed by an expenditure of some 
five or six crores of rupees. ‘* May God bless such a Govern- 
ment, and may it prosper to eternity!” The writer then goes 
on to say that to ‘Sir George Campbell, the late L‘eutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, belongs the chief praise as the saviour of 
the people of Bengal; and he then urges the necessity of certain 
measures by which the soil should not be left entirely to the 
chance of rain from heayen in order that the possibility of 
famine may be averted, and he thinks that Government has 
already considered this important subject, and that no sug- 
gestions from him are necessary. After acknowledging the 
difficulty of carrying out such measures in a thoroughly effi- 
cient manner, the writer suggests that the wealthy Bengalees 
should hold out some inducement to the zemindars to join in the 
good work, and that the Government should aid them with 
fands. The writer also advocates the improvement of roads in 
order that there may he no hindrance tu traffic. He concludes 
by indulging a hopo that as Lord N orthbrook will be rewarded 
with additional honors, the Lieutenant-Governor and subordi- 
nate officers who have worked so well under them will not go 
unrewarded ; and that those Hindust§ni officers who have 
worked loyally and well will not be forgotten, or be put off 
with mere certificates from Collectors of districts. 


The Koh-i-Nur of the 31st October publishes news from 
Aligarh to the effect that there is a deficit of about Rs. 25,000 
in the Collector’ s Treasury. The treasurer. has been sent 
up to the Sessions for trial, and his Naib, not being an accom- 
plice, has been set free, and has become a witness, so that he 


may be able to give the necessary evidence to condemn the 
treasurer. 


The writer adds that this system of fraud has been going 
on for some time, but no notice was taken of it until a fow 
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days ago, when an English clerk had his suspicions roused 
while taking the accounts from the Treasury gamashta. 
The missing sum has been made good by Seth Raghun&th, 
who was weaned for the treasurer. 


The Rohilkhand Akhbdr of the game date extracts from the 
Vakil-i-Hindustdn to the effect that now that the cold weather 
has set in, district officers are on the move, and he enquires 
what particular benefit the Government derives from these 
cold-weather tours. The writer is of opinion that if, instead of 
indulging their love of sport in. the jungles, the said officers 
would inspect the different schools and examine the teachers, 
as well as their own subordinate officers, it would be far 
more advantageous to Government. The writer concludes 
by stating that “ those who have grievances run after the officers 
from place to place, but these — have no spare time to 
look into the cases or afford redress.” 


The Urdé Akhbdr of the 1st November condemns the prace 
tice, said to be sanctioned by the authorities, of selling dam- 
aged and. rotten cloth at auction, and thus duping the foolish 
and ignorant natives who, under the idea that they are mak- 
ing good bargains, purchase it. The writer says that these 
auctions are made to appear under the superintendence of 
Kuropeans and the lower orders of Christians, and the pur- 
chasers are thus disarmed of all suspicion in the matter. It is 
further said that the auctioneer makes a profit by purchasing 
damaged fabrics at a low price and selling them at an enhanced 
rate ; and that even the shopkeepers get rid of their damaged 
goods by giving a fee tothe auctioneer. The writer concludes 
by enquiring what benefit this proceeding can confer upon 
Government, save and excepting the fees from the auctioneer ! 
and he expresses a hope that such dishonest practices may be 
discontinued. 


The 7 dj-ul-Akhbdr of the 9nd November offers some 
remarks upon the orders of Government for the prevention of 
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“satti.” The writer regrets that:the Governor-General who 
passed this order did not also adopt measures for the preven. 
tion of the miserable consequences to Hindu widows; and 
enquires why men should not be prevented from: remarrying, 
With reference to the fate of the widows, he asks whether it 
is not better to be burnt up at once than tolive a long life of 
burning? “Alas! alas! that it should be so ; this half measure, 
what kind of mercy is it? We wonder that the Government 
should have acted with such oppression, and in 80 doing ¢ 20 
not only against the law but also against religious prejudices, 
Why were not the widows asked why they were so ready 
and anxious. to sacrifice their lives? They would have cer- 
tainly replied in a reasonable manner, that itis not possible for 
human beings to suffer a long life of torture.” 


The Vidyd Vilds of the 26th October publishes a commu- 
nication setting forth the hardship oceasioned by the compul- 
sory examination of vakils according to the rules which exist 
in the Panjab, and which are said to be very strict and severe. 

The writer considers it a matter of surprise, and regrets 

that the Government of the Panjéb has done away with 
the object of the rules in connection with vakils and mukb- 
tArs in setting aside the annual public examination, and in 
having ruled that only those who can produce entrance 
certificates from the Panjab University, with certain res- 
trictions in regard to age, can be admitted as candidates for 
the offices of vakil and mukhtér. The writer proceeds 
to say:—“ Sir William Muir has already established a Law 
“College at Allahabad, but, notwithstanding this, the annual 
examination in the High Court is open to all who may 
desire to avail themselves of it; and every year we find 
many who have qualified themselves and are passed men. 
Under these circumstances we ask redress from the Pan) Ab 
Government, and venture to express a hope that the rule with 
regard to age, the possession of certificates, and other restric- 
tons placed by it may | be removed; and, as is done in the 
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North-Western Provinces, the prize be open to all candidates 
who may wish to avail themselves of. it, and who have by 
much labour and study gained that amount of knowledge and 
expetience which may not always _be found in those who can 
boast of entrance certificates.’’ ; 


The Vakil-i- Hindustan of the 4th November publishes the 
letter of a correspondent at Lucknow reporting that a few 
days ago some Cf&shmeris, numbering some 200 men, com- 
bined together and threatened an attack on the city police in 
Mahalla Golfganj. 


‘The Benares Akhbdr of the 5th November publishes the 
letter of a correspondent enquiring why the higher appoint- 
ments in the Police Department cannot be obtained by Hin- 
dustanis without their passing a Civil Service Examination, 
and if so, what is the meaning of the said examination? 
The editor replies that these questions cause him some 
surprise, for what appointments are there in the Police in 
which the officers work so well that they should get the 


Revenue work also ?. 


POLITICAL(FOBEIGN). 


The Urdé Delhi Gasette of the 31st October publishes a 


letter from Kol&pur noticing the opening by Colonel San- 
derson of the High School erected to the memory of the 
late Réja at a cost of over three lakhs of rupees. Several 
persons of distinction were also present at the opening of 


the school, which is said to be a magnificent building. 


A Qwaliar correspondent of the Agra Akhbar of the 50th 
October reports that a new thekeddr (Kishan Ram) 18 OXEFCIS~ 
ing great oppression there and taking a high percentage on all 
monies collected, while the fanctions of Foujd&ri are ex- 


Only a few days ago he locked 
a jeweller; while his son 
d striking about on all 


ercised in his own house. Unly 
up and beat most unmercifull y 
goes about as a Magistrate, beating an 
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sides, examining and prying into parda con veyanices, &¢, 
The Diwd4n is asked to see to this: 


The Panjabi Akhbar of the 31st October comments upori 
4 strange proceeding on the part of the Chief of Kotah, whg 
is said to impose a tax upon all coin issued from his mint at 
the rate of one pice per rupee; this tax to be increased 
yearly. The writér thinks that althouzh the Chief may possess 
the right to do so, itistead of being a gainer by the arrange- 
ment, he will find himielf 2 loser, as it is like _—— inter- 
est on his own money. 


The Vaktl-i-Hindustdn of the 4th November comments 
editorially upon the state of Kashmir, and advocates the 
establishment of a permanent Resident in that country. The 
writer endeavours to show the advantages that would, he 
thinks, accrue to the people by this measure. He considers 
that it will add to the power and importance of the Maharaja ; 
while his subjects will become more enlightened, and take 
more readily to the acquirement of knowledge. The writer 
proceeds to say that in regard to climate, verdure, and beauty 
of scenery Kashmir will bear comparison with England, 
and would soon improve and become a more enlightened 
place than it is, ‘“ But,’ he adds, “‘the state servants are 
not at all in favour of a permanent Resident being established; 
and while the péople of the country réalize the advantages of 
the measure, the former have the fate of Oudh before their 
eyes. But we cannot agree with them in this view of the 
matter, as the confusion that existed in regard to Oudh can- 
not be brought to bear comparison with the state of Kashmir, 
although, unlike countries under British rule, it cannot boast 
of that amount of knowledge and the means of redressing 
wrongs, &c., &e. Still we cannot bat see the improvements 
that have na a place since the time of the DurrAnis and Sikhs 
in this still benighted country, and we are in great hopes that 

the Mahar&ja himself, as well as his counsellors, especially 


‘his Diwan, Kirpa R4m, will look well into what we have writ- 
ten on the subject,” | 


( 345) 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Agra. Akhbdr of the 30th October. complains of the: 
want of ability displayed among the Ist class students of the. 
/Normal School. The writer: says that.he and a friend were- 
conversing one day, the topic being Persian and Arabio- 
poetry, when a student of the 1st class came in with a copy of: 
the Dtwdn-i-Hdjfiz- in his hand. He was asked: to read it,. 
but to the astonishment of the writer he ceuld not do so cor- 
rectly and without.much hesitation. The same with the Ara- 
bic: he read a portion of the sentence “‘ walléh-i-maraaira”’ as 
“ walléh-a-maraarira, ’’ and when questioned he did not under-- 
stand that the letter. , here was wdo-i-kasam, which made a. 
material difference. ‘* This,” adds. the writer,.‘‘ was not the: 
only cause for. surprise, for. I learnt that this student belonged 
to the Ist class.” He tlien proceeds to say that this school’ 
was only what it ought:to have been so long as. Mr: Machash: 
was there, but that since that gentleman has left it, it has fallen: 
off completely.. The writer concludes: by wondering how such 
scholars will.be able to superintend’ the tuition of others, and 
adds that the boys are taught like parrots, without any regard! 

to their understanding what they read. _ 


The Vakil-i-Hindustén notices the evil custom still pre-- 
vailing in country:schools of administering. corporal punish-- 
ment to the pupils. In Oudh especially, the writer says, the: 
custom prevails to a. great extent. “It is well. known to. 
our countrymen that the teachers are: a. respectable class of. 
men, from. whom we derive the wealth of knowledge, and: 
it is enough that we make over: our sons to their charge in: 
order that they may adorn them with the necessary advan-- 
tages of knowledge. It is therefore not our province to in-- 
terfere with the rules, but-if an unmerciful and tyrannical: 
master. is in the habit of. doing that which causes injury, we- 
are justified. in oomplaining.. We ask that teachers be eme- 
powered to. inflict only. slight punishment which may not do. 

bodily harm, and we beg the Director of Public Instruction. 
in. Qudh. to look into the matter.’’ 
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